PG&E Tests Innovative Pilot Program To Help Businesses Earn Extra Money By Saving Energy On Demand (333 words)
SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. – Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) has started a pilot program that will help our business customers earn money by agreeing to reduce their energy use on demand. 

            Called the Commercial and Industrial Participating Load Pilot, the program is designed to help increase system reliability and meet power demand in California through helping customers use less energy. 

When the program becomes fully operational in the future, it will prove the ability of automated technology to balance system-wide supply and demand by adjusting customer loads on a minute-by-minute basis. Customers who agree to save energy on demand will be eligible to earn money for their participation, much as standby power generators now receive payments for their contribution to managing California’s electric grid.

This program recognizes demand response as an important market resource to help meet power demand in California. The pilot program began July 29 and is scheduled to end on October 31, 2009. IKEA in East Palo Alto, the Contra Costa County office in Martinez and Svenhard Bakery in Oakland are participating customers in the program.

While the pilot program is open to a limited number of business customers at this time, PG&E offers other demand response programs which provide financial incentives to participating business customers who volunteer to temporarily reduce their electricity use. These programs are designed to be cost-effective and provide environmentally responsible ways to avoid building new generation. Working together, PG&E and facility energy managers identify strategies to manage electric loads such as lighting and HVAC systems, in order to reduce energy usage during peak demand periods. 

Automated demand response programs use technology to reduce customer loads automatically. When a demand response event is activated, PG&E sends a signal to customer energy management and control systems to initiate a series of pre-programmed and pre-authorized demand reduction strategies. 

To learn more about PG&E’s Automated Demand Response Program, please visit

www.Auto-DR.com.

