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Madera County
at Work

Stir Crazy
When a taco

becomes a salad.
See Page B1

Slick slowdown
Spill shuts down 19

percent of Gulf fishing.
See Page A6

Coyotes baseball
Madera upsets
and advances.

See Page A4
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Brian Sutterfield works for
the Madera Public Works
Department as an instru-
mentation technician.

S E R V I N G T H E H E A R T O F C A L I F O R N I A S I N C E 1 8 9 2

Mo’s Musings
Winners and our loss.

See Page B1
TribuneMadera

VOL 119, ISSUE 43 50 Cents
Wednesday, May 19, 2010

It’s just 1 day
until the grand opening of

The John Wells Youth
Center 701 E. 5th St.

May 20, 4 p.m.

$5 million youth,
office facility to
begin tours, service

FOR THE MADERA TRIBUNE

The grand opening and
ribbon cutting ceremonies
for the John W. Wells
Youth Center will begin at
4 p.m. Thursday, culminat-
ing a lasting dream.

Construction, at the cor-
ner of Fifth and Flume
streets, began in 2008, but
efforts to bring the center
about — including those
by its namesake — went
on for years before that.

Among the guest speak-
ers at the ribbon-cutting
will be John W. Wells,
who was Madera’s mayor
in 1968-71 and 1992-93.
The longtime council
member and four-term
mayor was an advocate for
the youth of Madera for
decades.

According to the city’s
administrative services di-
rector, Michael McHatten,
what was once just a dream
of Wells and later an offi-
cial community aspiration,
part of the city’s Vision
statement, is now an up-to-
date youth facility.

“This truly is an exciting
time for Madera,” said
McHatten. “The Youth
Center, the people associ-
ated with it as well as the
programs involved, will
provide Madera’s youth an
opportunity to dream and
vision their future.”

The 24,000-square-foot,
two-story structure, which

Court sides
with farms
in delta
water suit

SAN FRANCISCO
(AP) — A federal judge
ruled Tuesday in favor of
Central Valley farmers and
urban water agencies seek-
ing to loosen restrictions on
pumping from the Sacra-
mento-San Joaquin Delta,
a major source of irrigation
and drinking water for
much of California.

U.S. District Judge Oliv-
er Wanger in Fresno said
the federal government did
not properly develop a
management plan that re-
stricted water exports to
protect endangered salmon,
steelhead and other fish.

The judge scheduled a
hearing Wednesday to de-
termine how much water
can be exported without
harming threatened fish
that migrate through the
delta to the Pacific Ocean.

Groups representing San
Joaquin Valley farmers and
Southern California water
users filed suit to block the
pumping restrictions im-
posed by the 2009 man-
agement plan written by
the National Marine Fish-
eries Service.

The restrictions were
aimed at protecting winter-
and spring-run chinook
salmon, Central Valley
steelhead, green sturgeon
and a group of orca whales.

Judge Wanger said

City to weigh in on rail routes
Council to decide
which high-speed
rail path it prefers

By Chuck Doud
THE MADERA TRIBUNE

The City Council tonight
will be asked to choose which
of two options it prefers for the
California High-Speed Rail
route through Madera County.

One route, designated as
A-1, would follow the
Burlington Northern Santa
Fe right-of-way along the
east side of the city.

The other, route A-2, would
follow the right-of-way of

Union Pacific Railroad and
run through the middle of the
city on elevated tracks.

A third route, called A-3,
has been dropped from con-
sideration by the High-Speed
Rail Authority because of ob-
jections from farmers whose
land would have been crossed
by the tracks.

A report to the council by
City Administrator David
Tooley details the effects both
routes would have on the city.
It also discusses a property
along the Union Pacific
tracks and State Route 99
near Fairmead being offered
as a site for a proposed heavy
maintenance facility where
high-speed trains would be

assembled and serviced.
The city’s expression of

preference would be weighed
by the rail authority in choos-
ing the eventual route — but
the final choice lies with the
authority.

“Each route is both sup-

ported and opposed by vary-
ing interests,” Tooley wrote
in his report, “and each has
potential benefits and impacts
to the city. Both alignments
affect multiple properties and
property owners. Right-of-
way acquisition for either
alignment will be difficult.
Due to the apparent conflict
between the High-Speed Rail
Authority and Union Pacific
Railroad, the details of design
and right-of-way acquisition
along that alignment appear
to have become even more
complex.”

Union Pacific has told the
rail authority that it doesn’t
want to sell or share its right-

Local man charged with molestation
By DJ Becker
THE MADERA TRIBUNE

Madera authorities have ar-
rested Miguel Munguia, 39,
on charges he repeatedly mo-
lested a girl under age 14
over several years. They sus-
pect there may be more local
girls who were victimized.

Police arrested Munguia, a
long-haul truck driver,
Thursday at his home in the
2700 block of Perkins Street,
in the Parkwood area south
of Madera.

Police detective Jason
Valdez said the investigation
into the case was ongoing,
and thought there may be
more information about

Munguia’s
contact with
children out
in the com-
munity.

“This mo-
lestation
started in
2002 and
continued for several years,”
Valdez said. “He’s been
charged with continuous sex-
ual abuse of a child, oral
copulation ... and lewd and
lascivious acts with a child
under 14. Other charges may
be pending. We also believe
there may be other victims.”

According to police
records, Munguia was also
arrested on Feb. 13, 2002, on

similar and multiple charges
of lewd and lascivious acts
with another girl, then under
14. Those charges included
forced sodomy, sexual pene-
tration with a foreign object,
oral copulation, and continu-
ous sexual abuse over a peri-
od of time. He was released
from jail nine days later.

Those charges against
Munguia were dropped just
prior to his trial in 2002,
when the victim recanted her
story and declined to testify
against him.

Police suspect Munguia
may have selected, begun
the process of grooming and
the abuse of the current
young victim, not long after

those charges in 2002 were
dropped. Munguia reported-
ly used video games, and
other fun, youthful activities
to lure and have ongoing,
close contact with area chil-
dren of all ages.

“To her credit, this brave
young victim said ‘enough’
and ‘stop!’ She also said she
came forward because she
did not want this sexual
abuse to happen to anyone
else,” Valdez said.

Valdez said Munguia was
currently in custody and
would likely remain there
until the next bail hearing.

“His bail is currently set at
$100,000 but we would like
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ABOVE — Liz
Magallanes,

program leader,
practices dancing in
the dance studio at

the facility.

RIGHT — Mary
Anne Seay, director
of Parks and Com-

munity Services,
walks across the
lobby of the John

W. Wells Youth
Center on Tuesday.

“If this (walking trail)
is, indeed, a preferred
outcome, is a rail

alignment a necessary
part of the landscape?

The answer is
obvious — no.”

— CITY ADMINISTRATOR
DAVID TOOLEY

Miguel
Munguia

Center’s opening ceremony nears

SEE CENTER, PAGE A3

SEE RAIL ROUTES, PAGE A3

SEE WATER, PAGE A9 SEE MUNGUIA, PAGE A9
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AUTHENTIC ITALIAN FOOD

Italian Restaurant

1/2 Price
Buy one meal and

get the second

Offer good until 7-31-2010

Howard Rd.
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1922 Howard Rd.

(509) 661-0306 • Fax (559) 661-9194
1922 Howard Road • Madera, CA

Dinner In • Catering
Free Delivery
Banquet Hall

Full Service Bar

SUNDAY
BRUNCH

EVERY
SUNDAY

STARTING MAY 23

HAPPY HOUR
MON. - FRI. 3-5

The Best Site for your Eyes
www.raynapiskova.com

• Thorough & comprehensive medical eye exams
• Emergency eye care
• Contact lenses for astigmatism
• Surgeries of the eye
• Cosmetic: Eyelash Thickening

Botox/droopy eyelid repair
• Latest styles in eyeglass frames -

Bebe, Juicy Conture, Armani
Se Habla Español

Most Insurance Accepted

Rayna Piskova, M.D.
Ophthalmologist

674-2020
509 South I St, Ste. C

Next to The Vineyard
Restaurant

C O U P O N

25% OFF
Eyeglasses
Until 6/30/10.

Rayna Piskova, M.D.

VSP, All PPO, Medicare, Medical

Trudy Lue Hall, 52
Born: January 5, 1958 in
Chowchilla, Ca.
Passed Away: May 15, 2010 in
Madera, Ca.
Madera county resident
House wife
Visitation will be held Friday,
May 21, from 9-12pm with a
Funeral Service to be held at
12pm at Smith Manor Grace
Chapel.
Final Resting Place will be
Chowchilla District Cemetery.
All Funeral Arrangements are
under the direction of Smith
Manor Grace Chapel.
“Creating Meaningful Funerals
That Celebrate Life”
801 E.Yosemite Ave., Madera,
Ca. 93638; (559) 662-8825

Stelio John Manfredi, age 94
Madera where he was a life long
resident.
Retired from United Vintners as
a Foreman and was an active
member of the community of
Madera and St. Joachim’s Parish.
DATE OF BIRTH: November 1,
1915, Madera, Ca.
DATE OF DEATH: May 17, 2010,
Fresno, Ca.
Rosary will be recited on
Thursday, May 20, at 7 PM in
Jay Chapel
Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated on Friday, May 21,
11:00 am at St. Joachim Catholic
Church, Madera, Ca.
Entombment to follow at Calvary
Cemetery Mausoleum, 28447 Ave
14, Madera, Ca.
Visitation will be held on
Thursday, from 2 to 7 PM in
Jay Chapel.
Remembrances may be made to:
St. Joachim’s Catholic Church
Building Fund, 401 W. 5th Street,
Madera, Ca. 93637; Madera
Community Hospital, 1250 E.
Almond Avenue, Madera, Ca.
93637; or to donor’s favorite
charity.
Condolences may be expressed
online at www.jaychapel.com

Paul Allen Molder, 52
Born: September 28, 1957 in
Independence, Missouri.
Passed Away: May 13, 2010 in
Madera, California.
Madera county resident
Air Traffic Controller
Memorial Service will be held on
Thursday, May 20, at 11:50am at
College Church of Christ,
1284 E. Bullard Ave., Fresno,
CA. 93710
All Funeral Arrangements are
under the directions of
Smith Manor Grace Chapel.
"Creating Meaningful Funerals
That Celebrate Life"
801 E.Yosemite Ave., Madera,
CA 93638; (559) 662-8825

Melvin Johnson, age 84
Madera, CA
Retired winery worker for
Heublein Winery
DATE OF BIRTH: January 4,
1926, Eureka, CA
DATE OF DEATH: May 14, 2010,
Chowchilla, CA.
Private services will be held
under the direction of Jay
Chapel in Madera.
Condolences may be expressed
online at www.jaychapel.com

Hiroshi Niino, 86
Born April 28, 1924 in Madera
Passed away May 12, 2010 in
Fresno
Vineyard farmer
Visitation will be held on Friday,
May 21, from 10:00 am until 7:00
pm at Lisle Funeral Home.
A Funeral Service will be held on
Saturday, May 22, at 3:00 pm at
Lisle Calaveras Chapel.
Lisle Funeral Home, 1605 "L" St.
Fresno, Ca 93721 (559) 266-0668

Gloria Kelly, age 91
Madera
Surgical nurse for 20 years.
Last surviving member of the
Gendron family.
DATE OF BIRTH: October 12,
1918, Madera, CA
DATE OF DEATH: May 15, 2010,
Madera, CA
A Graveside Service will be on
Thursday, May 20, 11:00 am at
Arbor Vitae Cemetery, Madera,
CA
Remembrances may be made to:
Optimal Hospice, 6760 N West
Ave. Ste. 103, Fresno, CA 93711
Condolences may be expressed
online at www.jaychapel.com

Alice Davis Gleason, 103
Madera
Born: 1907 in Fresno, CA
Died: April 27, 2010 in Madera
Retired teacher
Member of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, PEO,
Madera County Historical Society,
the Madera Republican Women's
Party, the Madera Camera Club
and the Madera Methodist
Church.
A memorial service will be held at
10:30am on Saturday, May 22, at
the United Methodist Church of
Madera. A reception will be held
immediately following the
ceremony.
Arrangements under the care
of the Neptune Society.
Remembrances may be made
to the Madera County Historical
Society, P.O. Box 150, Madera,
CA 93639, the PEO Scholarship
Fund, 950 Paintbrush, Madera,
CA 93637 or to a favorite charity.

Alfred Albarez, 54
Born: August 24, 1955 in Sanger,
California
Passed Away: May, 15, 2010 in
Madera, California
Madera County resident
Self-employed auto mechanic
A Visitation will be held Monday,
May 24, from 4-9pm with a
Wake service to begin at 7pm at
Smith Manor Grace Chapel
A Funeral Service will be held
Tuesday, May 25, at 11am at
Smith Manor Grace Chapel
Final Resting Place will be at
Arbor Vitae Cemetery.
All funeral arrangements are
under the direction of
Smith manor Grace Chapel
"Creating Meaningful Funerals
That Celebrate Life"
801 e.Yosemite Ave., Madera,
CA 93638; (559) 662-8825

Jerry Noblett, age 59
Madera, CA
Retired Madera Police Chief
Active in the city’s Vision 2025
planning project.
DATE OF BIRTH: January 22,
1951, Duncan, OK
DATE OF DEATH: May 16, 2010,
San Francisco, CA
Funeral Service will be held on:
Monday, May 24, 11:00 am at
Jay Chapel, Madera, CA
Remembrances may be made to:
American Heart Association,
7425 N. Palm Bluffs Ave, Suite
100, Fresno, CA 93711
Condolences may be expressed
online at www.jaychapel.com

Death Notices

was budgeted to cost some $5
million, will also house the
offices of the Madera Parks
and Community Services De-
partment. Director Mary
Anne Seay said she was ex-
cited about the future of the
center.

“The community has a
clear and unwavering dedica-
tion to the development of its
youth as evidenced by the
construction of the center and
the many partnerships and
programs that will take place
for many years to come,” said
Seay.

The police department,
Madera Housing Authority,
and Kings View Mental
Health will also have offices
in the new building.

Youth will have access to a
game room with pool, Ping-
Pong, Foosball, and air hock-
ey. Adjacent is the Teen

Lounge, where they can re-
lax, socialize or play Wii
video games. Other amenities
include a dance studio, arts
and crafts room complete
with a kiln, and a digital
recording studio where teens
may record their own songs

and music and burn them to a
CD.

A full-size gymnasium is
equipped with electronic, re-
mote control scoreboards, a
sound system, and a large
drop-down screen for presen-
tations.

The gym features regula-
tion basketball and volleyball
courts and smaller courts for
younger children. The gym
will be used for recreation,
such as by the Adult and
Youth Basketball leagues in
the fall, and also be available
for large gatherings. Other
programs are planned.

Adjoining the gym is a
kitchen/concession area with
refrigerator, dishwasher and
microwave for serving visi-
tors and spectators attending
games.

Public tours of the center
will be offered following the
opening and ribbon-cutting
ceremonies. Activities will be
happening and refreshments
will be served. Staff will be
available in each room to an-
swer questions about the new
center and future program-
ming.

Additional free parking for
the event will be available at
Smith Manor Grace Chapel at
801 E. Yosemite Ave.

Center
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
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Freddy
Arias, recre-
ation and
community
programs
supervisor,
shoots a few
baskets in
the gym.

Madera County gang task force arrests 13
FOR THE MADERA TRIBUNE

Agents with the Madera
County Gang Enforcement
Team completed a sweep in
and around the city of Madera
on Tuesday and arrested more
than a dozen people.

Charges included narcotics,
parole, probation and weapons
violations, according to Erica
H. Stuart, Sheriff’s Depart-
ment spokeswoman.

The sweep began Thursday
with the arrest of two parolees:
Joey Martinez, 31, and Natal-
ie Wright, 30.

In the next several days,
nine more people were tracked
down and arrested. In custody
are Anthony Rodriguez, 28;
David Rojas, 26; Salvador
Lopez, 29; Jonathan Price, 20;
Jonathan Munoz, 19; Luis
Ramirez, 44; Carlos Sostre,
34 and David Godinez, 27.
Arrested and released was Vi-
dal Gonzalez, 30.

Through the course of their
sweep, agents arrested two
more men when they discov-
ered an indoor marijuana grow
in a dwelling off Sharon Boule-

Anthony
Rodriguez

Carlos
Sostre

Luis
Ramirez

Natalie
Wright

Ryan
Menasco

Salvador
Lopez

Vidal
Gonzalez

David
Godinez

David
Rojas

Dillon
Winter

Joey
Martinez

Jonathan
Munoz

to see that increase (at the next bail hear-
ing), as he could be a flight risk,” he said.

Valdez said it was highly prob-
able Munguia would be out of jail shortly if
he could post 10 percent of that bail amount
— just $10,000.

Anyone with information about contacts
with Munguia may contact police detec-
tives at 675-4246. Crime Stoppers pays a
cash reward, up to $1,000 for anonymous
information leading to an arrest and con-
viction in a crime. The identity of victims
of sexual crimes is kept strictly confiden-
tial and is protected by state law.

Munguia
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

vard. where
the drying
process had
begun. Facing
drug charges
are Ryan
Menasco, 19,
and Dillon
Winter, 19.

The first arrests
The Gang Enforcement

Team received a tip on the
location of Joey Martinez
and spotted him Thursday
driving near Tulare Street
and Cleveland Avenue. Mar-
tinez sped off when he real-
ized he was being pursued,
Stuart said.

The car chase ended on Old
Raymond Road when Mar-
tinez jumped from his vehicle

SEE ARRESTS, PAGE A9

Jonathan
Price
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Ren Hallett, from the Big
Brothers Big Sisters
program, tries out the
Ping-Pong table at
the youth center.
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John
Scarborough

walks through
the recreation

room.


