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Madera County
at Work

Busy, busy
Group seeks protection

for bumblebee
See Page A8

‘Rock’ on
Local church holds

Vacation Bible Camp.
See Page B1

Amid suspension
5-round Wimbledon
delays conclusion.

See Page A4
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Tanya Cam, left, and Corina
Luebcke work at the Madera
County Administration office.
Cam is an employee benefits
technician and Luebcke is a
program assistant 1.

Issue of the Day
“Would you like to have

a bunch of scientists
discuss your skeleton

a few million years
from now?”

— Editor’s Corner,
Page A7
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River Crossings
A great time to enjoy the river

See Page A7
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Eric Fleming has been ap-
pointed acting chief admin-
istrative officer of Madera
County.

His appointment came af-
ter the resignation Tuesday
night of Chief Administra-
tive Officer Steven Ro-
driguez, who was named to
the job late last summer.

Rodriguez replaced long-
time CAO Stell Manfredi,
who retired in September.

Fleming was hired by
Manfredi in August of 2005.
He was one of three assistant
administrators in Manfredi’s
office. The others were Stan
Kohler, who resigned about
the time Manfredi did, and
John Sears, who has said he
plans to retire later this year.

County Supervisor Tom
Wheeler said Rodriguez
gave him a letter of resigna-
tion about 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day. He said he was unable
to give a reason why Ro-

driguez had resigned.
“He just thought it was

time to move on, I guess,”
he said.

Rodriguez’s resignation
came at the end of a day
that included a scheduled
evaluation of his job per-
formance.

Wheeler wouldn’t com-
ment on the evaluation, ex-
cept to say it was done in
closed session.

Wheeler said Fleming

Whooping
cough
epidemic
declared
By John Rieping
THE MADERA TRIBUNE

Cases of pertussis, more
commonly known as
whooping cough, continue
to multiply this year in
Madera County. Since Jan-
uary 1, the county has con-
firmed 43 instances among
people ranging in age from
21 days to 61 years.

All but five of the infec-
tions were confirmed after
April 29 — with more than
20 verified in May alone —
and three resulted in hospi-
talization. In a typical year,
approximately six cases are
reported, according to the
county Public Health Di-
rector Carol Barney.

The rise in cases isn’t just
a local phenomenon. The
California Department of

Deal made
over delta
pumping
for month

FRESNO (AP) — Cali-
fornia farmers, environ-
mentalists, water managers
and city officials have
worked out a compromise
over how to manage pump-
ing limits for the Sacramen-
to-San Joaquin Delta
through the end of June.

Interior Secretary Ken
Salazar announced
Wednesday all sides have
agreed to stick with current
water restrictions on state
and federal projects tied to
the delta.

Federal scientists have
recommended water cut-
backs to safeguard the
threatened delta smelt and
other native species. Farm-
ers argued the limits have
caused crop losses and

Fresno-area
fire halted
after homes
threatened

FRIANT (AP) — Fire of-
ficials said Wednesday that
a brush fire that had threat-
ened about 30 homes in the
Sierra Nevada foothills out-
side of Fresno is now half-
contained and was expect-
ed to be fully contained by
Wednesday evening.

Keri Watkins, a state fire
department spokeswoman,
says the 275-acre wildfire
near Millerton Lake is
about 12 miles northeast of
Fresno.

Officials sent voluntary
evacuation notices to about
30 homes after the blaze
started around 4 p.m. Tues-
day.

Those notices have been
rescinded. But the road that
separates the lake and state
recreation area from sparsely
populated subdivisions and
an Indian casino remains
closed to non-residents.

The cause of the fire re-
mains under investigation.

Local West Nile virus affirmed
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In its development, a mosquito goes through four stages; egg, larva, pupa and adult. This
watercolor shows an adult and a pupa below it. Three positive samples for West Nile virus
activity have been reported in Madera County this year.

Two more positive
test results for the
Madera Ranchos

By Ramona Frances
THE MADERA TRIBUNE

Two more tests have
confirmed the presence of
West Nile virus in Madera
County, according to au-
thorities Wednesday.

Biologist Ken Klemme
of Mosquito and Vector
Control received the results
at the same time as the
American Mosquito Con-
trol Association sent out a
reminder that this week is
National Mosquito Control
Awareness Week.

AMCA, an 75-year-old
international organization,
consists of nearly 2,000
public health professionals
dedicated to preserving
public health through envi-
ronmentally sound mosqui-
to control programs.

Klemme announced the first
positive on June 9 and the next
two Wednesday. All three
positives were from the

Madera Ranchos area.
This year, 27 birds, a squir-

rel and six mosquito pools
have testing positive in Cali-

fornia for West Nile virus this
year. A record of confirmed
instances of West Nile virus in

Adult stem cells reverse blindness
LOS ANGELES (AP) —

Dozens of people who were
blinded or otherwise suf-
fered severe eye damage
when they were splashed
with caustic chemicals had
their sight restored with
transplants of their own
stem cells — a stunning
success for the burgeoning
cell-therapy field, Italian re-
searchers reported Wednes-
day.

The treatment worked
completely in 82 of 107
eyes and partially in 14 oth-
ers, with benefits lasting up
to a decade so far. One man
whose eyes were severely
damaged more than 60
years ago now has near-nor-
mal vision.

“This is a roaring suc-
cess,” said ophthalmologist
Dr. Ivan Schwab of the
University of California,
Davis, who had no role in
the study — the longest and
largest of its kind.

Adult stem cell trans-
plants offer hope to the

people who are completely
blind in both eyes, because
doctors need at least some
healthy tissue that they can
transplant.

In the study, published on-
line by the New England Jour-
nal of Medicine, researchers
took a small number of stem
cells from a patient’s healthy
eye, multiplied them in the lab
and placed them into the
burned eye, where they were
able to grow new corneal tis-
sue to replace what had been
damaged. Since the stem cells
are from their own bodies, the
patients do not need to take an-
ti-rejection drugs.

Adult stem cells have been
used for decades to cure blood
cancers such as leukemia and
diseases like sickle cell ane-
mia. But fixing a problem like
damaged eyes is a relatively
new use. Researchers have
been studying cell therapy for
a host of other diseases, in-
cluding diabetes and heart fail-
ure, with limited success.

thousands of people worldwide
every year who suffer chemi-
cal burns on their corneas from
heavy-duty cleansers or other
substances at work or at home.

The approach would not
help people with damage to the
optic nerve or macular degen-
eration, which involves the
retina. Nor would it work in

White House seeks delay in Gulf oil ruling
WASHINGTON (AP) —

The Obama administration
on Wednesday night asked a
judge to delay a court ruling
that overturned a moratorium
on new drilling in the Gulf.

In court papers filed with
the U.S. District Court in
New Orleans, the Justice De-
partment said that it is seek-
ing the delay while appealing
the decision of U.S. District

Judge Martin Feldman.
The Justice Department

says a delay would serve the
public interest by eliminating
the risk of another drilling
accident while new safety
equipment standards and
procedures are considered.

The Interior Department
imposed the drilling morato-
rium last month in the wake
of the BP disaster, halting

approval of any new permits
for deepwater projects and
suspending drilling on 33 ex-
ploratory wells.

On Tuesday, Feldman
overturned it, saying the gov-
ernment simply assumed that
because one deep-water rig
exploded, the others pose an
imminent danger, too.

Interior Secretary Ken
Salazar’s determination that

a threat exists has firm sup-
port from a variety of
sources, the Justice Depart-
ment argued in seeking the
delay.

“The existence of such a
threat is not seriously con-
tested” by any expert cited
by the companies seeking to
overturn the moratorium or
by the state of Louisiana, the
court filing stated.

SEE PERTUSSIS, PAGE A3

SEE WATER, PAGE A2

NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL OF MEDICINE

This image from an Italian study published online Wednesday
shows the eyes of three patients with alkali burns before and
after successful adult stem cell transplants.

New county chief appointed

WENDY ALEXANDER/THE MADERA TRIBUNE

Eric Fleming, in his office at the
Madera County Administration
Building. Fleming has been
appointed acting chief adminis-
trative officer of Madera County. SEE ADMINISTRATOR, PAGE A3

SEE STEM CELLS, PAGE A2

SEE MOSQUITOS, PAGE A2



had taken over Wednesday as
temporary CAO. A resolution
appointing him CAO is on the
agenda for Tuesday’s Board
of Supervisors meeting.

The CAO is responsible for
the day-to-day operations of
the county. According to the
job description on the county
Internet site, “The CAO serves
the legislative function of the
Board of Supervisors by pro-
viding research, information
and recommendations, and
serves all of the executive
functions of the board by ad-
ministering and supervising all
county departments in matters
that are the responsibility of
the board.

Wheeler wouldn’t say
whether he was glad or sad to
see Rodriguez leave.

“Change is always diffi-
cult,” he said. “We’ll just have
to see what happens.

Fleming said his biggest im-
mediate task would be formu-
lating the county budget for
fiscal year 2010-11. Delibera-
tions on that budget were
scheduled for August during
Tuesday’s Board meeting.

“There’s still going to be a
lot of unknowns in our sub-
vented programs,” he said.
Those are programs carried
out by the county but paid for
with state or federal funds.

Both the state and federal
governments are still reeling
from the economic downturn,
and hard numbers for how
much money might be coming
from those sources are miss-
ing.

“We still don’t know what
the impact is going to be” on
county programs, said Flem-
ing.

He said he expected next
year’s county budget to be
similar to this year’s, perhaps
even tighter.

“We’re putting together a
spending plan that we feel is

pretty much in line with the
current year’s, trying to main-
tain as many of the services
that we currently provide.

“Of course, we’re having to
do this with a lot less staff,” he
said. “Our vacancies continue
to grow as people leave, either
through retirement or moving
on to other jobs. We aren’t
filling those positions. Credit
needs to go to our department
heads, because they continue
to provide a basic level of
service that the public is enti-
tled to, with not only this
growing number of vacancies,
but furloughs on top of that.”

He said the trick would be
to keep the county on a steady
course.

“We do know things aren’t
going to get much better any
time soon,” he said. “I would
like to think things will start get-
ting better soon, but I think it’s

going to be a long recovery.”
He said he thought county

revenues for next year would
decline by some $4 million
below this year’s revenues.

“We’re coming up with cre-
ative ways to close that gap
without further major impacts
on staffing,” he said. “We
want to avoid that if possible.”

Fleming said he didn’t plan
to fill the vacancy his move up
would create.

“It’s time for the adminis-
trative department to take a
hit, too,” he said.

Both Wheeler and Fleming
said they expected Kevin
Fries, who was hired by Ro-
driguez to replace Kohler, to
stay on.

Fleming, 41, is married to
Shawn Fleming, who works at
Madera Community College
Center. They have two sons,
10 and 6 years of age.
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$1MOVES YOU IN!
UNITS AS LOW AS $20.00UNITS AS LOW AS $20.00
* FOR ONLY  A LIMITED TIME *

(559) 674-1086
ALL COMMERCIAL SIZES AVAILABLE

10X20 10X30 10X40
450 EAST ALMOND AVE. • MADERA CA 93637

16173 GOLDEN STATE BLVD • MADERA, CA 93637

CLEAN, DRY, SAFE AFFORDABLE STORAGE

(559) 674-6464

HABLAMOS
ESPANOL

EXPIRES 10-1-2010

Madera,
YOU have a new
way to SHINE!
Love, Fast Track

Making YOU Shine Promise

#1. Affordable Car Wash Prices
Good $6 Better $8 Best $10

#2. Towel Dry Service
Spotless Windshield & Grill Everytime

#3. FREE Vacuum Use (Unlimited)
Professional Strong Vacuums with Dual Motors

100% Satisfaction Guarantee

COUPON

BUY 3
GET ONE FREE.

Offer expires 6/31/10 / CODE 511

TORTASTTOORRTTAASS ..$4.50
ASADA • LENGUA • ADOBADA • LOMO
CABEZA • POLLO •CARNITAS • JAMON

QUESADILLAS.....................$4.50
FLAUTAS (con Arroz y Frijoles) .$2.99
SOPES...............................$3.00

MENUDOMMEENNUUDDOO
Sabado y Doming
CHICO ..............................$5.00
GRANDE ...........................$6.50

TACOSTTAACCOOSS ... ... .. .. ..$1.00
ASADA • LENGUA•ADOBADA TRIPA

CABEZA• POLLO•CARNITAS
2 TACOS
(Con Arroz, Frijoles Y Soda Chico) .......$5.00
2 tacos w/rice, beans & small drink
TACOS DE CAMARON .............$1.75
TACOS DE PESCADO ...............$1.75

BURRITOSBBUURRRRIITTOOSS
ASADA• LENGUA • ADOBADA • TRIPA

CABEZA • POLLO • CARNITAS
BURRITO REGULAR................$4.00
BURRITO SUPREME................$4.50
CHILE VERDE BURRITO..........$4.50
WET BURRITO.........................$5.00
FAJITA BURRITO (CHICKEN).....$4.50
BREAKFAST BURRITO............ $3.99

MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY

4 TACOS
ONLY

$3.27

SATURDAY GAME:
$7 MILLION

SUPER LOTTO
(WEDNESDAY)

10-22-35-40-47
MEGANUMBER 26

DAILY THREE
6, 9, 6

FANTASY FIVE
9, 26, 27, 31, 33

DAILY DERBY
1st Place:
1, Gold Rush.
2nd Place:
8, Gorgeous George.
3rd Place:
3, Hot Shot.
Here is the race time:
1:45.10

LOTTO RESULTS

Public Health warned
Wednesday that the state is on
track for the most whooping
cough infections and deaths in
50 years.

“Whooping cough is now
an epidemic in California,”
said Dr. Mark Horton, direc-
tor of the CDPH. “Children
should be vaccinated against
the disease and parents, fami-
ly members and caregivers of
infants need a booster shot.”

Laboratory tests have con-
firmed 910 whooping cough
infections in the state this year
as of June 15, compared to
219 cases in the same period
of 2009. Six hundred more
possible cases are still under
investigation. Doctors are re-
quired to report suspected and
confirmed cases

The Fresno County Depart-
ment of Public Health report-
ed 72 cases in May alone,
compared to 27 cases in all of
2009. Its total for 2010 stands
at 145 cases, the highest tally
in the state.

Dr. Thomas E. Cole,

Madera County health officer,
urged anyone with a cough
lasting longer than a week to
visit a physician.

In a public statement, Bar-
ney said, “Parents need to
know that pertussis is a high-
ly contagious disease that is
spread through the air by
coughing.”

Statewide, she said, five
newborns have died this year
due to whooping cough, in-
cluding two from the Central
Valley. All five were Hispan-
ics under three months of age,
stated the CDPH.

More than 80 percent of in-
fants in California who have
died from whooping cough
since 1988 have been Hispan-
ic, it said.

Whooping cough normally
causes about 10-15 deaths,
mostly of infants, each year in
the U.S., according to Chil-
dren’s Hospital Central Cali-
fornia. But the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention claims it has received
reports of 8 to 40 infant deaths
annually in recent years.

Not long ago, Children’s
Hospital hosted a team from
the Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention for three
weeks. The team, which left in
mid-June, used the dramatic
rise in Central California
whooping cough cases as an
opportunity to evaluate exist-
ing diagnostic tests for the in-
fection.

“We are really looking to
see how well the tests work
and which ones work best for
each age group,” said Dr.
Michael Jackson, CDC epi-
demiologist. “We’re not diag-
nosing individuals, but using
the information to understand
how well present tests work,
and to help improve testing in
the future.”

The incubation period for
whooping cough tends to last
for 7 to 10 days, but can be
from 5 to 21 days. The disease
starts with cold-like symptoms
and continues with worsening
coughing spasms.

Whooping cough is often
mild in adults and older chil-
dren, according to Children’s
Hospital. But small children
and babies may develop
wracking coughs that lead to
vomiting and severe dehydra-
tion, with risks of pneumonia,
seizures and brain damage or

death.
Whooping cough is treated

with antibiotics.
Before the development of

a whooping cough vaccine,
the infection killed more than
5,000 people annually in the
1920s and ’30s, stated the
CDC. An average of 160,000
cases were reported yearly at
that time.

A vaccine became available
in the U.S. during the 1940s.
By 1976, the incidence of the
disease had dropped by 99
percent, according to the
CDC. Reported cases began
rising again in the U.S. from
the 1980s onward.

Pertussis
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

Administrator
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

MADERA TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Former County Administrator
Steven Rodriguez, testifies
before the Board of Supervi-
sors earlier this year.

Adult stem cells, which
are found around the body,
are different from embryon-
ic stem cells, which come
from human embryos and
have stirred ethical con-
cerns because removing the
cells requires destroying the
embryos.

Unlike with adult stem
cells, there are no proven
therapies using embryonic
stem cells.

Currently, people with
eye burns can get an artifi-
cial cornea, a procedure that
carries such complications
as infection and glaucoma,
or they can receive a trans-
plant using stem cells from
a cadaver, but that requires
taking drugs to prevent re-
jection.

The Italian study in-
volved 106 patients treated
between 1998 and 2007.
Most had extensive damage
in one eye, and some had
such limited vision that they
could only sense light,
count fingers or perceive
hand motions. Many had
been blind for years and had
had unsuccessful operations
to restore their vision.

The cells were taken from
the limbus, the rim around
the cornea, the clear win-
dow that covers the colored
part of the eye. In a normal
eye, stem cells in the limbus
are like factories, churning
out new cells to replace
dead corneal cells. When an
injury kills off the stem
cells, scar tissue forms over
the cornea, clouding vision
and causing blindness.

Stem cells
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

Asia’s wealthy surpass Europe’s for 1st time
SINGAPORE (AP) — The

wealth of rich Asians has sur-
passed Europe’s millionaires
for the first time as the re-
gion’s stock and property
prices rebounded from the
global recession, a report
showed Wednesday.

The wealth of Asia’s high
net worth individuals — those
with liquid assets of at least $1
million — jumped 31 percent
last year to $9.7 trillion, sur-
passing Europe’s $9.5 trillion,
according to a report by Mer-
rill Lynch Wealth Manage-
ment and Capgemini. For the
first time, the size of Asia’s
rich population equaled that of
Europe at 3 million.

“The star performer was
Asia-Pacific, the only region
in which both macroeconomic
and market drivers of wealth
expanded significantly in
2009,” the report said.

Asian wealth was bolstered
by a regional economy that
expanded 4.5 percent in 2009
despite global GDP contract-
ing 2 percent. Hong Kong, In-
dia and China led the wealth
growth as property and stock
markets in these countries
surged last year after sharp
falls in 2008.

North America is still the
wealthiest region, with 3.1
million rich worth $10.7 tril-
lion, the report said.

SHIZUO KAMBAYASHI/
AP PHOTO

Customers try
out Apple’s lat-
est iPhone 4 at
a Softbank
store during its
launch in the
Harajuku
district in
Tokyo this
morning. The
population of
Asia’s wealthy
has equaled
that of Europe,
and surpassed
it in wealth, for
the first time.


