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Pieces of the Past
CCiivviilliittyy  ccoommeess  ttoo  SSuuggaarr  PPiinnee..
SSeeee  PPaaggee  BB11

WENDY ALEXANDER/THE MADERA TRIBUNE

Eric Beltran works at Madera
Community Hospital as a nutri-
tion resource aide where he
has worked for 1 1/2 years.

Madera County
At Work

Air Quality Index
MAD: 67 Moderate (O3)
FRE: 93 Moderate (O3)

Weather Forecast
Sunny.
High 100, Low 54.
See weather, Page A8

Issue of the Day
“Again, there were
many calls received

about the graffiti 
problem. Far too 

many to publish.”

— The Red Line, Page A7
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Precision factory moves in

TAMI JO NIX/THE MADERA TRIBUNE

Milling and lathe machines are tested at a new Nemat Management Group manufacturing
plant on Road 24.

New factory
finished in

Madera County
By Tami Jo Nix
THE MADERA TRIBUNE

A shiny new metal build-
ing stands behind a bright
blue wrought fence on
Road 24 near Avenue 19.
On sunny days, skylight
and side-light windows
bring in enough natural
light to operate the ma-
chines inside.

The Hayward-based Ne-
mat Management Group is
moving into its new manu-
facturing plant on 10 acres
at 19225 Road 24 in
Madera. 

The owner, Mike Nemat,
is excited about the oppor-
tunities the new plant will
bring to his business.

“When we were in the
Bay Area, my company
grew by 35 percent or more
each year and this year it is
down 80 percent,” Nemat
said.

Like many businessmen,
he is waiting for the econ-
omy to turn around, he
said.

Using industrial lathes
and milling machines, the
company manufactures a
wide number of parts for
any number of applica-
tions. In the last five years,

President’s
puffing still
a mystery
White House

aides refuse to say
if Obama smokes

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Barack Obama
seems to have broken one
of his first campaign prom-
ises: to kick his cigarette
habit.

Although he agreed to
quit smoking if his wife,
Michelle, allowed him to
run for the White House,
the president acknowledged
Monday it’s been a chal-
lenge to stay away from
cigarettes that have been
part of his life, off and on,
for the past three decades.

As he signed the nation’s
toughest anti-smoking law
Monday aimed at keeping
thousands of teens from
getting hooked, Obama rue-
fully touched on his habit
he began years ago.

“I was one of these
teenagers,” he said. “And so
I know how difficult it can
be to break this habit when
it’s been with you for a long
time.”

And while Obama
praised the historic legisla-
tion, which gives the Food
and Drug Administration
unprecedented authority to

LA mayor
decides to
decline race
for governor

LOS ANGELES (AP)
— Mayor Antonio Vil-
laraigosa announced Mon-
day he will not enter next
year’s race for California
governor, ending months
of speculation about his
ambitions and reordering
the emerging contest to run
the deeply troubled state.

The 56-year-old mayor,
once widely seen as a ris-
ing Democratic star, said
months ago he would con-
sider jumping into the
2010 campaign to replace
Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger, who is prevented by
law from seeking a third
consecutive term.

But Villaraigosa said he
concluded that he couldn’t
step away from his job
with a budget crisis at City
Hall and his hometown
struggling with double-
digit unemployment and a
housing meltdown.

“I’ve got a lot of work to
do,” Villaraigosa said dur-
ing an interview on CNN,
the stage he chose to dis-
close his decision. “I feel
compelled to complete
what I started.”

The governor’s race is
getting under way with
California in economic tur-
moil. Schwarzenegger has
proposed deep cuts to fill a
$24.3 billion deficit that
has emerged since a budg-
et was passed in February.

With Villaraigosa on the
sidelines, the Democratic
primary is beginning to co-
alesce around two potential
candidates: Attorney Gen-
eral Jerry Brown and San
Francisco Mayor Gavin
Newsom.

Video creates Iran unrest icon
CAIRO (AP) — She lies in

the Tehran street with her
headscarf half-off, blood
pooling around her jeans and
white sneakers.

“Don’t be afraid, Neda dear,
don’t be afraid,” a white-
haired man says desperately
in Persian. Another man
presses on her chest, trying to
keep her alive.

Scarlet blood gushes from
her nose and mouth and
courses across her pale face.
Men and women scream in
horror as they realize she is
dead or dying.

The death of the woman
identified as Neda Agha Soltan
was captured on amateur
videos and spread around the
world in less than 48 hours on
YouTube, Facebook, blogs and
Twitter, searing the image into
millions of minds. It turned the
woman described as a 27-year-
old music student into an in-
stant icon of the clash between
Iran’s cleric-led government
and the self-described “green
wave” movement that claims
hardline President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad stole his June 12

he has supplied parts for semi-
conductor, glass-coating, in-
dustrial and agricultural
clients.

The manufacturing plant
creates high-precision ma-
chining services through
Computer Numeric Control
devices with dimensions
measured to the specifications
of its customers. His work-
force is trained for machining,
welding and assembly. He is
starting with 10 employees
during the set-up process and
hopes to employ 35 by early
next year. 
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The part on the left is the finished product made from the steel
rod on the right. This is just one of the hundreds of parts the
Nemat Management Group makes.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

This undated image from a video being widely circulated on
the Internet via YouTube and Twitter reportedly shows a
badly injured girl identified as Neda. 

Kodak retiring Kodachrome film

Immigration agency: Backlog virtually gone
DALLAS (AP) — FBI

name checks on people seek-
ing to work or live in the
United States or become citi-
zens are getting completed
more quickly, slicing through
a backlog that had left some
petitions pending for more
than a year, immigration offi-
cials said Monday.

The FBI hired more work-
ers, beefed up its training pro-
grams and upgraded its tech-
nology to handle the average
of 6 million to 7 million ap-
plications that stream through
the agency each year, U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration
Services officials said.

The delays came during the

FBI’s routine checks for pos-
sible criminal backgrounds
and national security ques-
tions. But now, nearly all
name check requests submit-
ted to the FBI are being an-
swered within 30 days. The
remaining 2 percent are fin-
ished within 90 days, USCIS
officials said.

“The FBI has made great
strides ... and shown it’s capa-
ble of sustaining that service
level,” Michael Aytes, acting
deputy director of Citizenship
and Immigration Services,
told The Associated Press.

Petitions that require more
evaluation or interaction with

ROCHESTER, N.Y. (AP)
— Sorry, Paul Simon, Kodak
is taking your Kodachrome
away.

The Eastman Kodak Co. an-
nounced Monday it’s retiring
its most senior film because of
declining customer demand in
an increasingly digital age.

The world’s first commer-
cially successful color film,
immortalized in song by Si-
mon, spent 74 years in Ko-
dak’s portfolio. It enjoyed its
heyday in the 1950s and ’60s
but in recent years has nudged
closer to obscurity: Sales of

Kodachrome are now just a
fraction of 1 percent of the
company’s total sales of still-
picture films, and only one
commercial lab in the world
still processes it.

Those numbers and the
unique materials needed to
make it convinced Kodak to
call its most recent manufac-
turing run the last, said Mary
Jane Hellyar, the outgoing
president of Kodak’s Film,
Photofinishing and Entertain-
ment Group.

“Kodachrome is particularly
DAVID DUPREY/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A roll of Kodachrome 64, loaded into a film camera, soon will
become a thing of the past. Kodak is phasing out the film.
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Madera softball
Local players lend

strength to South team.
See Page A4

Where you going?
Wayward seal rescued

on freeway.
See Page A8

Health Alert
Map data finds HIV rates

highest in South.
See Page B2
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Funerals For All Faiths
801 E. Yosemite Avenue

Madera, CA 93638
Phone (559) 662-8825

FD # 1697

Eva Nunez Guzman, 60
Born: October 22, 1948 in Sonora,
Texas
Passed Away: June 16, 2009 in
Madera, California
Madera County resident
Worked for the IRS
Visitation will be on Thursday,
June 25, from 10 AM- 12 PM
with a Funeral Service beginning
at 12 PM at The Church Of God
of Prophecy, 16339 Ellis Ave.,
Madera, CA
Final Resting Place will be Arbor
Vitae Cemetery in Madera, CA.
All funeral arrangements are
under the direction of
Smith Manor Grace Chapel
"Creating Meaningful Funerals
That Celebrate Life"
801 E.Yosemite Ave., Madera,
CA 93638; (559)662-8825

Leticia Valdez, 40
Born: August 17, 1968 in Fresno,
California
Passed Away: June 18, 2009 in
Fresno, California
Worked in retail sales
Madera County resident
Visitation will be held on
Wednesday, June 24, from 4-9
PM with a vigil at 7 PM at
Smith Manor Grace Chapel
Mass of Christian Burial will be
held on Thursday, June 25, at 11
AM at St. Joachim's Catholic
Church.
Final Resting Place will be
Calvary Cemetery in Madera
All funeral arrangements are
under the direction of
Smith Manor Grace Chapel.
"Creating Meaningful Funerals
That Celebrate Life"
801 E.Yosemite Ave., Madera,
California 93638; (559) 662-8825

Death Notices

Pets of theWeek

JOY O’NEIL/FOR THE MADERA TRIBUNE

Baby is a 7-year-old tan and white Dachshund mix who
weighs about 20 pounds. You can meet Baby at the
adoption center by the Madera County animal shelter,
14269 Road 28. She is spayed. The adoption fee for
puppies or dogs is $95 and includes spay or neuter,
shots and microchip ID. You can see Baby and other
adoptable Madera shelter pets at www.petfinder.com.

JOY O’NEIL/FOR THE MADERA TRIBUNE

Susie is a playful 1-1/2-year-old grey and black tabby.
She weighs about 9 pounds. You can meet Susie in the
adoption center by the Madera County animal shelter,
14269 Road 28. She is spayed. The adoption fee for kit-
tens or cats is $55 and includes spay or neuter, shots
and microchip ID. Other adoptable shelter pets can be
viewed at www.petfinder.com.

“We need to hire people
with basic math and measur-
ing skills, with experience in
CNC operation,” Nemat said.

To reduce energy costs, the
ceiling of the new factory has
nine inches of insulation and
the walls have six inches. The
light fixtures are T-5 fluores-
cent, and controlled by mo-
tion detection devices, the
most efficient made, he said.

“Eventually we intend to
put solar panels over the park-
ing lot so our employees can
park their cars in the shade,
while generating electricity to
run the plant,” Nemat said.

The machines being in-
stalled are undergoing rigor-
ous testing to guarantee they
can make the necessary qual-
ity machine parts. Many of
the parts made are milled
from pieces of stainless steel,
with precision threads, holes
and fasteners carved out of
steel.

The five largest milling ma-
chines were trucked in from
Detroit, each machine requir-
ing 20 semi-truck loads to
transport. The foundation un-
der these machines is three-
foot thick concrete, reinforced
with 18-inch rebar. Foam sur-
rounds the foundation to ab-
sorb the vibration generated
when the machine operates.

He has nine smaller
milling machines and an
equal amount of lathes.

“The difference between a

lathe and a mill,” Nemat
said, “(is) a mill usually
makes all your rectangular
parts, the part is stationary
and the tool is moving over
and around the material.
With a lathe, you usually do
the round parts, the part is
turning and the tool is sta-
tionary.”

While many of his cus-

tomers are in the Bay Area,
he makes parts for machines
used in any number of appli-
cations. A maker of medical
equipment from Washington
state and another company
in Minnesota buy custom
parts from Nemat Manage-
ment Group.

For information, visit
www.nemat.com.

TAMI JO NIX/THE MADERA TRIBUNE

Mike Nemat, left, and Dean Varga demonstrate one of five
large milling machines. The foundation under the machine
is three feet of concrete, reinforced with 18-inch rebar.

Nemat
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

difficult (to retire) because it
really has become kind of an
icon,” Hellyar said.

The company now gets
about 70 percent of its rev-
enue from its digital business,
but plans to stay in the film
business “as far into the future
as possible,” Hellyar said. She
points to the seven new pro-
fessional still films and sever-
al new motion picture films
introduced in the last few
years and to a strategy that
emphasizes efficiency.

“Anywhere where we can
have common components
and common design and com-
mon chemistry that let us build
multiple films off of those
same components, then we’re
in a much stronger position to
be able to continue to meet
customers’ needs,” she said.

Kodachrome, because of a
unique formula, didn’t fit in
with the philosophy and was
made only about once a year.

Simon sang about it in 1973
in the aptly titled “Ko-
dachrome.”

“They give us those nice
bright colors. They give us the
greens of summers. Makes
you think all the world’s a
sunny day,” he sang. “... So
Mama don’t take my Ko-
dachrome away.”

Indeed, Kodachrome was
favored by still and motion
picture photographers for its
rich but realistic tones, vibrant
colors and durability.

Film
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

Madera County Crime Logs
The following is a partial

list of calls received by the
Madera Police Department
from Friday to Sunday.

Friday, June 19
8:10 a.m. — Police re-

ceived a report of a burglar-
ized car in the 1400 block of
Concord Avenue.

8:51 a.m. — Police re-
ceived a report of a burglar-
ized car in the 3300 block of
Summer Lane.

10:35 a.m. — A person
was arrested for vandalism in
the 1200 block of East Pecan
Avenue.

12:25 p.m. — Police re-
ceived a report of petty theft
in the 500 block of East 12th
Street.

12:37 p.m. — Police re-
ceived a report of a burglar-
ized car in the 300 block of
South C Street.

12:40 p.m. — Police re-
ceived a report of a dead an-
imal in the 2100 block of
Truman Drive.

3:59 p.m. — Police re-

ceived a report of a fight in
the 400 block of Fig Avenue.

5:09 p.m. — A person was
arrested for violation of pa-
role in the 100 block of Cy-
press Street.

6:12 p.m. — A person was
arrested for possession of
28.5 grams of marijuana or
less in the 300 block of South
C Street.

8:02 p.m. — Police re-
ceived a report of a drunk
driver in the area of East
Cleveland and East Yosemite
avenues.
8:12 p.m. — Police received
a report of a hit and run in the
400 block of Wallace Av-
enue.

10:37 p.m. — Police re-
ceived a report of a burglar-
ized car in the 700 block of
South Madera Avenue.

11:05 p.m. — Police
checked a bar in the 400
block of South Gateway
Drive.

11:19 p.m. — Police
checked a bar in the 200
block of East Yosemite Av-

enue.
11:26 p.m. — Police re-

ceived a report of a stolen car
in the 1100 block of North
Gateway Drive.

Saturday, June 20
12:09 a.m. — Police re-

ceived a report of a hit and
run in the 2100 block of
North Schnoor Avenue.

12:15 a.m. — Police re-
ceived a report that someone
was beaten in the area of
Lemon and Georgia avenues.

12:23 a.m. — Police re-
ceived a report of shots fired
in the 300 block of Vineyard
Avenue.

12:34 a.m. — Police re-
ceived a report of shots fired
in the area of Harvard and
Jefferson avenues.

12:41 a.m. — Police re-
ceived a report of a mentally
distressed person in the 500
block of South G Street.

6:31 a.m. — Police re-
ceived a report of burglary in
the 1100 block of Country
Club Drive.

The following is a partial
list of felony arrests recorded
by the Madera County De-
partment of Corrections from
Friday to Monday.

Friday, June 19
12:04 p.m. — Roberto Ma-

ciel, 47, was arrested by the
DOC for transportation or
sale of less than an ounce of
a controlled substance, pos-
session of less than an ounce
of a controlled substance for
sale or purchase and sale of
1000 pills or less of a con-
trolled substance.

3:02 p.m. — Michael Gua-
jardo, 44, was re-arrested by
law enforcement for posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance.

3:08 p.m. — Dusty Ham-
lin, 20, was arrested by
Madera Probation for posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance.

3:12 p.m. — Ashley Kouk-
lis, 22, of Chowchilla was ar-
rested by Madera Probation
for possession of a controlled
substance and burglary.

5:42 p.m. — Dennis Brian

Gibbs, 21, was arrested by
Madera police for violation
of parole.

7:22 p.m. — Jason Ryan
Farmer, 27, of Chowchilla
was arrested by the DOC for
possession of less than two
ounces of marijuana or
hashish for sale and for pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance.

8:45 p.m. — Noe Solis, 23,
was arrested by law enforce-
ment for violation of parole.

11:53 p.m. — Jose Cirilo
Meraz, 37, was re-arrested by
the Sheriff’s Office for pos-
session of less than 1000 pills
of a controlled substance.

Saturday, June 20
12:53 a.m. — Joseph Lee

Norris, 37, of Chowchilla
was arrested by Chowchilla
police for inflicting corporal
injury on his spouse or co-
habitant.

1:14 p.m. — Roger Dale
Gaither, 46, was arrested by
the California Highway Pa-
trol for recklessly evading a
peace officer and for posses-
sion of amphetamines.

3:19 p.m. — Daisy
Guadalupe Figueroa, 24, was
re-arrested by Madera Proba-
tion.

4:49 p.m. — Victor Orlan-
do Murillo, 25, was arrested
by Madera police for receiv-
ing stolen property.

Sunday, June 21
12:16 a.m. — Jose Ambriz,

18, was arrested by the CHP
for possession of ampheta-
mines.

2:53 a.m. — Carlos Perez,
19, was arrested by the CHP
for possession of heroin, pos-
session of less than an ounce
of a controlled substance for
sale or purchase and for
transportation or sale of one
to two ounces of a controlled
substance.

3:15 a.m. — Tommy
Gutierrez, 38, was arrested
by Madera police for inflict-
ing corporal injury on his
spouse or cohabitant.

3:22 a.m. — Javier Fran-
cisco Gomez, 24, was arrest-
ed by Madera police for re-
ceiving stolen property and
for violation of parole.

7:39 a.m. — Police received a
report of petty theft in the 1800
block of East 6th Street.

8:43 a.m. — Police received a
report of a burglarized car in the
200 block of Ashlan Way.

9:39 a.m. — Police received a
report of a burglarized car in the
1300 block of Barcelona Way.

11:14 a.m. — Police received
a report of petty theft in the 1600
block of Jefferson Avenue.

other agencies are not includ-
ed in the FBI name check
backlog count, immigration
officials said. Currently, some
6,000 cases flagged during
the name check are pending
with Citizenship and Immi-

gration Services, including
some in which the applica-
tion was filed several years
ago, Aytes said.

“They are being looked
at, they don’t just sit on a
shelf,” said Gregory Smith,
the agency’s assistant di-
rector for national security
and records verification di-
rectorate.

Immigration
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1


