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Water bank funds okayed

Thursday, March 26, 2009
By Charles Doud

Congress voted Wednesday to spend $22.5 million to help Madera Irrigation District
build the infrastructure for its water bank.

The water bank, an underground reservoir beneath the 13,646-acre Madera Ranch in
southwestern Madera County, would hold 250,000 acre feet of water when full,
geologists estimate.

1t will be filled with overflow water from Madera Irrigation District operations during wet
years, according to plans that took years to obtain approval. The Madera Irrigation
District even now is working to obtain approvals from various agencies that have
authority over the project.

Irrigation district board president Carl Janzen said he was happy over approval for the
money.

Note: The above article has been shortened from its published form in The Madera
Tribune newspaper. For information about an online subscription, view
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